
 
June 14, 2020 

Hello all,  
 
First and foremost, we hope that you and your loved ones are safe and healthy.  
 
I have understandably been receiving questions from the community about if and how 
COVID-19 will change this year’s sailing program. I’m sure everyone is anxious to get out of the 
house and back on the water. 
 
I'd like to thank you for your incredible patience and support these past weeks as we work to get 
our program running. It’s been great hearing from all of you and your enthusiasm for the 
program has been energizing.  
 
Myself and the sailing committee have been working to create a program that ensures we are 
following the most up to date state and local guidelines. After careful thought and consideration, 
we are excited to let you know that we plan to go forward with the majority of our sailing classes. 
 
We have unfortunately decided to cancel our First Mate class. Taking into account the different 
restrictions that we'll be implementing, we don't believe at this point in time we can run classes 
with such a young age group in a way that would be productive or fair to everyone involved. I 
have already alerted the individuals that are affected by this decision.  
 
The cancellation of the First Mate class has however allowed us to add more sections of Mate 
One and Mate Two thereby enabling us to add students to these classes who were on the 
waiting list while still maintaining small class sizes. Please note these changes will most likely 
come with a different class schedule. I will be contacting all of you individually in the coming 
week to confirm your child’s placement and provide more information on how we are 
proceeding. I ask that you please be patient during this process as I work through the more than 
80 pre-registrations.  
 
In the meantime, as we finalize our protocols some things to be aware of.  
 
The health and safety of our sailors, staff, and volunteers remain our highest priority. Below, you 
will find a summary of actions we are taking to help ensure we are lowering COVID-19 risk as 
much as possible while also allowing our sailors to get out on the water and most importantly 
learn and have fun. We are: 
  

● Intensifying cleaning and disinfection of our boats, gear and premises. My staff, in 
conjunction with the larger PYC staff, will follow a regimented schedule that will ensure 
the cleaning and disinfecting of frequently touched surfaces, shared objects, and 
equipment at least twice a day and in between each use.  
 

● Reducing physical closeness or contact between students when possible. This includes 
measures such as: staggered arrivals, staggered rigging/derigging, and designated 
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areas for each class. More detailed information on this to come. 
 

● Promoting healthy hygiene practices such as providing hand sanitizer before and after 
lessons, and wearing face coverings. The sailing program will be providing face 
coverings in the form of a buff that we expect every student to bring with them each 
class and wear whenever within six-feet of another person or at the request of an 
instructor.  
 

● Limiting the sharing of equipment. Each student will be assigned their own boat, sails, 
blade set, and spars for the session. It is also imperative that each student have their 
own PFD as we will not be able to lend ours out.  

o Lili Colby from MTI has provided a discount code for the purchase of PFDs and is 
available to answer any questions. The code is PYC2020 which will apply a 30% 
discount and free shipping at www.mtilifejackets.com until the end of the month. 
Lili can be reached at: lilic@mtiadventurewear.onmicrosoft.com  
 

● Limiting who and how many people will be allowed on the premises. In accordance with 
state guidelines, parents and spectators will not be allowed in the lesson area or in the 
Junior Clubhouse during class time. The majority of communication will be via email This 
means it is more important than ever that we have a current email address on file. 
 

● With the understanding that many doctor’s appointments have been cancelled, we will 
be accepting the most recent doctor’s form available to you.  
 

● We are also updating all of our registration forms to reflect these changes. The new 
forms will be available in the coming week on our website. All forms and payment must 
be in before the first class.  
 

Anyone who is sick or has been in contact with someone who has COVID-19— including 
sailors, family members, coaches, staff and spectators — should not attend lessons. Be on the 
lookout for symptoms of COVID-19, which include fever, cough, or shortness of breath. Call 
your doctor if you think you or a family member is sick. Parents and guardians will be expected 
to check their students daily and will need to sign a waiver to this effect. Our staff will be 
required to do self wellness-checks and sign off that they are symptom free at the start of each 
day.  
 
If someone does get sick during their lesson or begins to exhibit symptoms, we have plans in 
place to isolate and transport that person to their home or a healthcare facility.  
More detailed information on these protocols will be provided in this year’s parent handbook and 
during our Zoom-Orientation which is scheduled for Monday, June 22nd at 7pm.  
 
Again, thank you for all your patience, support and cooperation throughout this process. If you 
have any questions please don’t hesitate to reach out. As always I can be reached at 
pyc.program.director@gmail.com 
 
We look forward to seeing you and your sailors this summer!  
Thank you and stay healthy!  
On behalf of the PYC Sailing Program, 
Hayley Reifeiss 
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http://www.mtilifejackets.com/

